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6 PILLARS IN ACTION
COMMUNITY CONNECT

IAAQLI continues to impact the quality of life within Indianapolis 
communities through the execution of the following pillars. 1. Business 

and Entrepreneurship, 2. Education, 3, Employement, 4 Health and 
Wellness, 5. Housing and Home Ownership, 6 Leadership and Civic 

Engagement

Pillar 2. Education, Pillar 3. Employment

Pillar 5 Housing and Home Ownership

Pillar 2. Education

WORKing Wonders:
IAAQLI And Martin University
Transform Careers

New Affordable
Homeownership Options
Unveiled on Near Westside

Washington Township
Elevating Education

IAAQLI, UP NEXT

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE IAAQLI INITATIVE

Stay Connected with Us!

Visit us at www.iaaqli.org

Follow us on 

Subscribe to our newsletter, Stay in the know of the exciting 
developments impacting the African American Quality of Life in 

Indianapolis

The Indianapolis African American Quality of Life Initative (IAAQLI) is a 
place-based community change project established through a partnership 

between the National Urban League, The Indianpolis Urban League, and 
the African American Coalition of Indianapolis. Funded through a $100 
million grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc. The goal of the IAAQLI is to 
acknowledge the concerns and increase the quality-of-life of African 

American residents in Indianapolis
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With IAAQLI funding, Martin University’s Martin WORKS 
Academy provides students with apprenticeships and career 
support, while additional grants expand free childcase to help 
adult learners balance education and family.

“These two new homes demonstrate a larger commitment 
from the City of Indianapolis to end the shortage of affordable 
housing once and for all,” -Mayor Hogsett

Highlighting impactful school initatives

This edition we highlight the success stories
of the following pillars:AN IN-DEPTH LOOK  

IAAQLI HELPS MARTIN UNIVERSITY ACHIEVE
SUCCESS WITH THE MARTIN WORKS ACADEMY

Aligned with IAAQLI’s Second and Third
Pillars (Education and Employment),
Martin University has utilized $400,000
grant funding to create the Martin WORKS
Academy, fostering apprenticeship
opportunities that help students secure
employment after graduation. In addition
to this funding, the University received an
additional $250,000 to enhance childcare 

Launched in 2020, the Martin WORKS Academy offers students hands-on work
experience through partnerships with companies like Lilly, IU Health, and the
American Red Cross. The program has already led to full-time employment for
many, including Edgar Fakari, who secured a position in the IT Department at
Eskenazi Health after graduating summa cum laude in 2023.

“All partners will participate in career coaching, including mock interviews, resume
building, job matching, and much more,” says University President Dr. Sean
Huddleston. “Before the grant, we didn’t have a space for these services. Our
professional center now houses everything a student needs for a productive job
search and career development.”

Additionally, Martin University has improved childcare options,
recognizing that 60% of its students are aged 25 to 34. Thanks to
funds allocated, the University has expanded its Pre-K Care &
Learning Center, which provides free childcare for students from 9
AM to 10 PM, Monday through Friday, allowing more students to
balance education and family responsibilities.
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“Our goal is to provide these opportunities in a very applicable way.
Martin University is focused on creating positive, life-changing
outcomes for what we call the moveable middle,” Dr. Huddleston
adds. “Education helps change their odds for a successful life.”

For more information about IAAQLI’s 6 Pillars in Action and to learn
more about the initiative's impact on the community, Subscribe to
the Monthly newsletter or visit IAAQLI.org.

Martin University Graduate
Edgar Fakari Courtesy of the

Indianapolis Recorder 

services for the university’s predominantly adult student body.
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