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6 PILLARS IN ACTION
COMMUNITY CONNECT

IAAQLI continues to impact the quality of life within Indianapolis 
communities through the execution of the following pillars. 1. Business 

and Entrepreneurship, 2. Education, 3. Employment, 4. Health and 
Wellness, 5. Housing and Home Ownership, 6. Leadership and

Civic Engagement

Pillar 4. Health and Wellness

Pillar 6.  Leadership and Civic Engagement

Podcast

Pillar 6.  Leadership and Civic Engagement

Empowering Black Expecting 
Mothers in Martindale-Brightwood

A Closer Look Behind 
The Convening

A Look At The Pillars In Action

More Than 20 Years of Service: 
AACI’s Ongoing Mission for Change

IAAQLI, UP NEXT

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE IAAQLI INITATIVE

Stay Connected with Us!

Visit us at www.iaaqli.org

Follow us on 

Subscribe to our newsletter, Stay in the know of the exciting 
developments impacting the African American Quality of Life in 

Indianapolis

The Indianapolis African American Quality of Life Initative (IAAQLI) is a 
place-based community change project established through a partnership 

between the National Urban League, The Indianpolis Urban League, and 
the African American Coalition of Indianapolis. Funded through a $100 
million grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc. The goal of the IAAQLI is to 
acknowledge the concerns and increase the quality-of-life of African 

American residents in Indianapolis

GO TO ARTICLE

GO TO VIDEO

GO TO PODCAST

GO TO BLOG

Black Maternal Health Week raises awareness of the 
high maternal mortality rate among Black women, 
emphasizing the need for equitable, culturally 
competent care. In Indianapolis, organizations offer 
free or low-cost prenatal services, doula support, and 
community programs to improve outcomes.

In November 2024, Central Indiana nonprofit leaders 
gathered to strengthen organizational and leadership 
development across the region. Explore key takeaways, 
insights, and future priorities in the full report: https://
bit.ly/GrowCentralINOrgsandLeadership. Stay engaged 
and build momentum—join the “Get to Action” events this 
May: https://bit.ly/GetToActionEventRegistration.

Samantha Douglas speaks with grant recipients from 
Fathers & Families and P30, to see firsthand how IAAQLI 
dollars are making a positive impact in the community in 
real time. Our guests share powerful insights, practical 
strategies, and personal stories that demonstrate how 
their work reinforces IAAQLI’s commitment to Pillar 1: 
Business and Entrepreneurship, and Pillar 4: Employment.

For over 20 years, the African American Coalition of Indianapolis 
(AACI) has promoted civic engagement, advocacy, and 
leadership development. Through events and monthly 
meetings AACI empowers community voices and fosters 
collaboration to build a more equitable and thriving African 
American community in Greater Indianapolis.

This edition we highlight the success stories
of the following pillars:

Episode 4

More Than 20 Years of Service: AACI's Ongoing Mission for
Change

For more than two decades, the African American

Coalition of Indianapolis (AACI) has been a powerful

force in amplifying community voices and

promoting civic engagement. Through initiatives

focused on voter registration, candidate forums,

advocacy, and education, AACI continues to

highlight the issues that matter most to the African

American community.

 They also offer opportunities for established and emerging leaders to collaborate, share insights,

and foster intergenerational dialogue that strengthens and unifies the community.

Featured Panelists: JR Rudolph – Economic Development Specialist, WFYI, Jasmine
Black – VP of Health Equity, Black Onyx Management, Dee Ross – Community Activist
& Founder, The Ross Foundation, Aaliyah English – Social Justice Strategist & Thought
Leader, FrontRunner Media, Josh Riddick – Policy Advocate & Community Organizer,

LIVE FREE USA.

AACI’s monthly hybrid general body meetings

create a welcoming and safe space where

community members, advocates, and leaders

come together to address pressing issues. These

meetings help keep attendees informed about

local and state legislation that could impact the

African American community.

Earlier this year, AACI hosted a powerful event titled “The Future of Black Indianapolis: Through the
Lens of Young, Black Leaders.” This dynamic panel provided a platform for rising leaders to express
their visions, concerns, and hopes for the future of Indianapolis. Watch the video to get more insight
from the meeting. To stay connected, attend an upcoming meeting, or become a member of AACI,
visit https://aacindianapolis.org.

AACI’s Mission: 
To create a thriving,

empowered, and
equitable African

American community in
the Greater Indianapolis

Metropolitan Area,
where every individual
has the opportunity to

succeed, contribute, and
lead. 

For more information about IAAQLI’s 6 Pillars in Action and to learn more about the initiative's impact on the community, subscribe to the Monthly
newsletter or visit IAAQLI.org.
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